Medieval Encyclopedic Learning in Norse Manuscript Culture

This semester the course in Current Issues will focus on the learned literature of medieval
Iceland and Norway in a European perspective. The students will work with aspects of
origin, tradition and transmission in oral and written form and the interaction between
oral and written traditions. Texts from various times and contexts will be introduced from
the Norwegian Konungs skuggsjd and the Biblical erudition of Stjorn to Icelandic
compilations found in multi-text manuscripts. In the course the manuscript contexts of
the texts as well as the manuscript tradition for individual texts will be presented to the
students which will open for a comparative approach to editions and manuscripts. This in
order to challenge the edition as a modern re-construction of the medieval tradition and
provide new understanding of the material culture of medieval manuscripts.

The course will work as a research seminar where the students are expected to contribute
by searching for and establishing a bibliography of relevant literature, investigating the
manuscript transmission and discuss critically the implications of the source situation.
The students are expected to learn how to approach a research material, form research
questions, and carry out investigations in order to further their insights. The seminar will
further offer training in working in a team to achieve the results of a research project. In
order to reach this goal the students will be expected to present their individual research
tasks in the seminar throughout the semester. The course will be examinated in the form
of a trial lecture. In the preparation of this lecture the students are also required to write a
conference abstract presenting their planned lecture as a part of the examination.
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